D4. Sexual Violence Continuum Activity Instructions

Supplies:  Sexual Violence Continuum Activity 

· Ten 11x17 numbered cards with types of sexual violence

1. Anal Sodomy

2. Molestation

3. Genital touching of unconscious person

4. Voyeurism 

5. Incest

6. Posting nude pictures of minors

7. Oral Sodomy

8. Sexual Harassment

9. Vaginal Rape

10. Fondling

· Three 11x17 card with categories 

1. Sexual assault

2. Sexual abuse

3. Other crimes

Directions:  
1) Post the three categories in different areas of the room (i.e., sexual assault, sexual abuse and other crimes).

2) Ask for ten volunteers.  Give one 11x17 card to each volunteer and ask them to stand in a row in the front of the room.

3) Then ask participants to rank the forms of sexual violence in order from most offensive to least offensive. One being “most offensive” and ten being “least offensive.”  (They can do this on a sheet of paper (see below), or you can have them ‘shout-out’ their order as a group.)  

a. Ask for a volunteer to share their ranking. Once the volunteers holding the cards have been placed in order, ask if anyone disagrees with the current order.  What would they change?  Does someone else have a different ranking they would like to share?

4) Generate conversation by using the discussion questions and talking points below.

5) Next, ask participants to decide which types of sexual violence fit under the three categories.  Trainers may place the category cards on the wall in different areas of the room and ask volunteers holding the numbered cards to go stand under the category card with which the participants have chosen. (See below for answers.)

6) Generate additional discussion by using the talking points below.

*You may choose to do the activity without the three category cards if you are not training on WV laws.

Discussion Questions and Talking Points:
1) How easy or difficult was it to put the different types of sexual violence “in order?”
· It is difficult, if not impossible, to “rank” forms of sexual violence.  No type of sexual violence is “worse” or “better” than another.
· Ultimately, only victims can decide for themselves the degree of offense and severity they have experienced.

· No victim should ever be made to feel “less” or “more” of a victim than another.

2) Were you surprised by any of the “situations”?  Did some types of sexual violence seem out of place?

· Often, when people think of “sexual violence,” they think of rape – a physically violent assault by a stranger.  Nine out of 10 times, the victim knows her perpetrator (Fisher, Cullen & Turner, 2000).

Talking Points (See WV Sex Offenses and Related Laws at www.fris.org):

1) Sexual assault may include: anal sodomy, oral sodomy, incest, molestation, vaginal rape and genital touching of an unconscious person, if there is penetration.
· Sexual assault in West Virginia requires sexual intercourse or sexual intrusion, involving penetration, however slight. (Depending on the nature and particular circumstances of an act, additional and/or sexual abuse charges may apply. See WV Sex Offenses, as indicated above for further clarification.)
2) Sexual abuse may include: fondling.
· Sexual abuse in West Virginia occurs when a person subjects another person to sexual contact without their consent, and that lack of consent is due to physical force, threat or intimidation. 
3) Other crimes can include: voyeurism, posting nude pictures of minors and sexual harassment.

Note: If you have a small group, another way to do this activity would be to provide the participants with a copy of the list (1-10) and have them rank order from “least offensive” to “most offensive” on a sheet of paper.  Have a volunteer read theirs out loud and ask if anyone else has the same order.

West Virginia Prevention and Interpersonal Violence Intervention Training (PIVIT) Toolkit: Law Enforcement and Security Edition

