Is it stalking?
Scenario 1: Robert and Sheena
Robert and Sheena are both 20 years old. The couple were high school sweethearts since they were 16. When they graduated from high school, Robert went to a nearby college, while Sheena took a fulltime job. In the past year, they have slowly begun to drift apart from one another. One day, a friend approaches Sheena and tells her that he thinks Robert has been cheating on her with a friend of his who goes to the local college. When Sheena confronts Robert about this, they get into a fight and Sheena threatens to leave Robert. Robert responds by assuring her that he has not been cheating, and goes on to tell her that he will “prove to her” that he only wants her. He initiates sex with her in an aggressive manner. Sheena is scared by the way Robert is acting, and does not attempt to resist Robert’s advances because of this fear. Sheena eventually convinces Robert that she doesn’t know what to think of the whole situation, and asks him to leave to give her time to think. The next day, she calls Robert and tells him that, regardless of whether or not he was cheating, she wants to break-up to concentrate on getting into college. She also asks him to not call her for a while.

Two days later, Sheena finds a bouquet of flowers on her car hood as she is leaving work. On the card is written, “Thinking of you – R”. The following weekend, Robert calls her twice to see if she’s had any second thoughts about the break-up – Sheena realizes that she is really upset about how their last encounter ended, and tells Robert she does not want to talk to him or see him until further notice. 

After several weeks, Sheena is asked out to dinner by a man she knows from work. Sheena likes the man, and they decide to go to a restaurant with patio dining. While eating out on the patio, Sheena spots Robert driving by in his car three times – each time he is staring at her and her date. That evening, Sheena returns home and is confronted by Robert as she is opening her front door. They argue, and when she re-emphasizes that she does not want to get back together with him, Robert says, “Don’t make me have to ‘prove to you’ again how much I want you.” Sheena becomes frightened and closes and locks the door in his face. He eventually stops banging on the door. The next morning she finds a used condom (the same brand that Robert always used) on her windshield.

Is stalking occurring in this scenario? Why or why not?

If you believe the scenario is about stalking, what is the defining characteristic that makes it such? That is, at what point does it “cross the line” into stalking?

In your group, please come to consensus on your response to these questions. Be prepared to discuss your group’s answers with the larger group.
Is it stalking?
Scenario 2: George and his new pool table
George bought a new pool table from Max’s Leisure Market last November. Shortly thereafter, he was laid off from his job. He was surprised by the layoff and had spent most of his savings on the pool table (which was his pride and joy). George also has some heavy credit card debt.

Since his layoff, George has not been able to make payments on the pool table or even been able to cover the minimum payment on his credit cards.  Creditors are constantly calling his house.

Three months after purchasing the pool table, George receives a letter from Max’s Leisure Market that says that he is delinquent in paying off the pool table. The letter also states that Max’s Leisure Market has hired an agency to repossess his pride and joy. One week after George receives this notice, a man driving a white van pulls up into George’s driveway and bangs on his door. George hides in his house until the man leaves. Two days later, he notices a white van parked near his house. The driver of the van seems to be watching George’s front door intently. In order to throw the man in the van off his trail, George switches cars with one of his friends and parks in his neighbor’s driveway, using his backdoor to come and go. George’s phone rings at all hours of the night – George never answers, and whoever is calling refuses to leave a message on George’s answering machine.

Is stalking occurring in this scenario? Why or why not?

If you believe the scenario is about stalking, what is the defining characteristic that makes it such? That is, at what point does it “cross the line” into stalking?

In your group, please come to consensus on your response to these questions. Be prepared to discuss your group’s answers with the larger group.

Is it stalking?
Scenario 3: Look who’s moving in!
It seems impossible to believe, but you discover that our favorite celebrity (movie star, musician, sports figure, whatever) of all time is moving into YOUR neighborhood! Through a friend of a friend who’s a realtor, you are able to discover that the big move-in day will take place in 6 weeks.

On the big day, you’re set up in front of your second story window (the one with the best possible view) with you binoculars in hand, waiting to catch the first glimpse of you favorite celebrity of all time. You watch the entire moving-in process, from start to finish…all 8 hours of it.! You leave a “welcome to the neighborhood” gift on their front step after you see them leave for dinner.

After a couple of weeks, you have been able to identify the celebrity’s routine: up at 7:30am, walk the dog for 30 minutes, breakfast (usually just fruit), reading the newspaper, shower, then leaving the house for the day. You change your morning routine to fit this schedule and you buy a dog just so you can walk it at the same time in the morning – after all, it could be a great icebreaker. You also take up gardening, just so you can have an excuse to be outside more often in case your favorite person walks by. You also start shopping at the same grocery store as the celebrity.

One day as your infant naps, the baby monitor seems to pick up part of someone’s phone conversation. Curious, you try to figure out whose voice it is. You are shocked (and thrilled) to discover that the person on the phone is the celebrity (who is apparently talking on a cordless phone that the baby monitor can pick up). You know you shouldn’t, but you just can’t help but listen in…

Is stalking occurring in this scenario? Why or why not?

If you believe the scenario is about stalking, what is the defining characteristic that makes it such? That is, at what point does it “cross the line” into stalking?

In your group, please come to consensus on your response to these questions. Be prepared to discuss your group’s answers with the larger group.

Is it stalking?
Scenario 4: An officer, but not such a gentleman.
Nicki is a 25-year-old Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps, and is an African-American woman. She grew-up very poor in a predominantly black section of Norfolk, and joined the Marines as a way to pay for college. She discovered that she like the Marine life, and has excelled very well in the enlisted ranks. About a year ago, she was transferred to a base very close to where she grew up. When she arrived at the base, she learned that her commanding officer (CO) was a 44-year-old African-American man who grew-up in the same neighborhood that she had (although she never knew him or his family when she was growing-up). She got along with her CO really well at first (his name is Thomas). They had to work closely on a few projects, and found that they had a lot in common. 

About 6 months after they first began working with one another, Nicki began to notice that Thomas was taking a different tone with her when they were alone. It was almost kind of flirtatious. Then, one night when they had both been working late on a new computer program, Thomas asked her if she would like to go into town and get a drink with him. Nicki sensed that something just didn’t feel quite right about his tone, and she declined the offer. Thomas said, “C’mon now, don’t make me have to give you an order to have a little fun.” Nicki again politely declined, and said she had to be up early.

A few days later, Nicki received an e-card from a “secret admirer”. When she opened the e-card to read the text, it read: “I know you want me, and you know I want you. Let’s stop playing these games, and just give in to our mutual lust.” Just as Nicki finished reading the text, Thomas walked up behind her and asked, “Whatcha reading?”. Nicki became very nervous and quickly closed the card. “Nothing,” she replied. “You don’t have to be embarrassed, honey,” Thomas said quietly. Nicki made an excuse, and hurriedly left the room. Later that night, around 11:00pm, she heard a knock at her front door. She opened the door and saw Thomas standing there. He said, “You know, there aren’t too many single women who have their own house on this base. You must really be something. Of course, you could lose all of this if you don’t know how to make your superiors happy. You really are a good-looking woman. Have I ever told you that?” 

Nicki didn’t know what to do. If she reported his behavior, she risked getting in trouble for going over his head (i.e., breaking the chain of command), not to mention tarnishing the reputation of a highly respected black Marine officer from her old neighborhood.

Is stalking occurring in this scenario? Why or why not?

If you believe the scenario is about stalking, what is the defining characteristic that makes it such? That is, at what point does it “cross the line” into stalking?

In your group, please come to consensus on your response to these questions. Be prepared to discuss your group’s answers with the larger group.
